Winner of the 2023 inaugural Bader & Overton Canadian Piano Competition, pianist Jonathan Mak first
made his orchestra debut at the age of four. Since then, he has been a guest soloist with numerous
orchestras, most notably the Orchestre Symphonique de Montréal. Jonathan’s recent accomplishments
include the First Prize at the 2024 San Antonio Tuesday Musical Club Young Artists Competition, the
Third Prize in the 2022 OSM Competition, as well as special prizes at the Ljubljana Festival International
Piano Competition in Slovenia, and the Maj Lind International Piano Competition in Finland. He has also
participated in the 16th Van Cliburn International Piano Competition, and the Dublin International Piano
Competition, to name a few. Named as one of CBC’s 30 hot Canadian classical musicians under 30,
Jonathan is a recipient of the Canada Council for the Arts - Michael Measures Award and the Sylva
Gelber Music Foundation Award, along with the 2023 Walter Prystawski Prize.

In June 2024, Jonathan will be competing in the Gina Bachauer International Piano Competition in Salt
Lake City, Utah as one of 37 pianists chosen for the quarterfinal round from the live preliminary rounds.
As arecipient of the 2023/2024 IMAGINE Arts Incubator program, Jonathan will be returning to the
Isabel Arts Centre for the Performing Arts in August 2024 to record an audio and video album of solo
piano pieces by BIPOC composers revolving around the theme of war and the musical response to it. The
program supports artists and their projects through the granting of venue space, production staffing, and
artist honoraria.

For the 2024/2025 season, Jonathan will be performing Brahms Piano Concerto No. 1 with the Kingston
Symphony, and Brahms Piano Concerto No.2 with the Shepherd School Symphony Orchestra at Rice.

Jonathan has been invited to perform at various festivals including the Bravo! Vail Festival in Colorado,
the Festival of the Sound in Ontario, Ottawa Chamberfest, and the Edinburgh International Festival. He
has attended various summer festivals, including the Aspen Summer Music Festival, Kneisel Hall Music
Festival, Toronto Summer Music, and the Sarasota Music Festival. Jonathan has performed with artists
such as Martin Beaver, Yura Lee, Joel Link, and the Viano String Quartet. An advocate for community
outreach, Jonathan is a second-year member of DACAMERA’s Young Artist Program, a fellowship
program for emerging professional instrumentalists, vocalists, and composers that serves the Houston
community.

As a founding member of Trio Menil, Jonathan performs in a Houston-based piano trio formed at Rice
University. Trio Menil received the Grand Prize at the Plowman Chamber Music Competition in 2023.
Their 2024 season includes performances at the Aperio Concert Series, as well as competing in the 2024
Fischoff National Chamber Music Competition in South Bend, Indiana.

Jonathan is currently pursuing a Doctor of Musical Arts degree at Rice University’s Shepherd School of
Music under the guidance of Jon Kimura Parker. He holds a Master’s of Music and a Master’s of Musical
Arts degree from the Yale School of Music, studying with Boris Slutsky. He received his Bachelor’s
degree at the Cleveland Institute of Music with Dr. Daniel Shapiro, as well as minors in Viola and
German. For more information visit www.jonathan makpiano.com.




