
Bio (English) 
 
Steve Cowan is an award-winning guitarist from St. John’s, Newfoundland. He has 
performed and taught extensively throughout Canada and the United States, where he has 
been praised for his powerful sound, insightful interpretations, and unique repertoire 
choice. Concert programs often include pieces from a variety of eras, but Steve focuses 
primarily on new music. Commissioning composers and presenting Canadian guitar 
works are driving forces in his musical life. 
 
International awards include first prizes at the Indiana International Guitar Competition 
(2016), Guitare Montréal (2015), the Wilson Centre Guitar Competition (Wisconsin, 
2014), and Boston GuitarFest (2013). Steve was also the grand award winner of the 
Federation of Canadian Music Festivals national competition in 2012, as the only 
musician from Newfoundland and Labrador to win the prize in the festival’s 50-year 
history.  
 
Steve holds degrees from Memorial University of Newfoundland, the Manhattan School 
of Music, and is currently pursuing Doctoral studies at McGill University in Montréal. 
With the support of the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada, he 
is collaborating with composer Jason Noble on a Newfoundland-themed research-
creation project entitled The Music of Dialect. The project involves gathering recorded 
samples of folk songs and various dialects from around the province, to eventually be 
used in a documentary-style piece for guitar and electronics. His debut album, Pour 
guitare, was recorded with the support of the Canada Council for the Arts and McGill 
University. The album features new music by exclusively Canadian composers and was 
released in spring, 2016. 
 
In 2017, Steve will be teaching and concertizing throughout Europe, as well as recording 
his second album in Madrid for the EMEC Discos record label. 
	
Bio	(français	/	court)		
	
Steve Cowan est un guitariste classique primé originaire de Saint-Jean de Terre-Neuve. Il 
est le récipiendaire de nombreux prix internationaux, notamment des premiers prix au 
Indiana International Guitar Competition (2016), à Guitare de Montréal (2015), et au 
Boston GuitarFest (2013). Diplômé de l'Université Memorial de Terre-Neuve et de la 
Manhattan School of Music, Steve vit présentement à Montréal où il continue de se 
produire sur scène et d'enseigner tout en poursuivant des études doctorales avec Jérôme 
Ducharme à l'Université McGill. Son premier album, Pour guitare, à été enregistré avec 
le soutien du Conseil des arts du Canada et l’université McGill. L’album met en vedette 
des nouvelles compositions provenant exclusivement de compositeurs canadiens, et est 
sorti en avril 2016. 
	


